
 

 1 

 

Bulletin 2019-10: 
Rally Technical Rules Changes for 2020 

12-18-2019 

The following changes to the Rally Technical Rules are effective Jan 1, 2020. 
 
Update RTR 1.1.1 as follows 

1.1.1 Helmet Standards 

Only helmets meeting one of the following standards will be accepted for competition 
in any performance rally and must be worn by all competitors when travelling on 
special stages: 

- FIA Standards - 8860-2004, 8860-2010, 8859-2015, or 8860-2015 

- Snell Foundation certification - SAH 2010, SA 2010, SA 2015, EA 2016, or SA 
2020 

Snell SAH 2010 and SA 2010 certified helmets will not be accepted after January 1, 
2022. 

Rationale: Updated for the introduction of new standards and old standards aging out. 

Update RTR 1.3.1 as follows 

1.3.1 Standards 

All competitors shall wear at all times during the event, a one- or two-piece driving suit 
conforming to: 

- FIA Standard 8856-2000 or 8856-2018 

- FIA 1986 Standard 

- SFI 3.2A/5 3-2A/5 or 3.4/5 Specification 

- SFI 3.2A/1 3-2A/1 Specification with approved fire resistant underwear (FIA 
Standard 8856-2000 or SFI 3.3 Specification) 

Suits that have had their homologation withdrawn may not be worn. 

Rationale: Updated for the introduction of new standards and renaming old standards. 

Update RTR 2.2.2.c.2 as follows 

2) All new vehicles with log-books issued after January 1, 2009 must be fitted with a safety 
cage built to FIA Article 253 specifications or be FIA homologated under the latest 
international regulations and accompanied by original certification documentation, with the 
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following modifiers and conditions: (older homologated cages are not all valid for a newly 
built vehicle). (See www.fia.com, under Sport, Regulations, International Sporting Code, 
Appendix J Article 253, Article 8. 

a) Effective immediately, new constructions of cages without windscreen supports, 
regardless of homologation or certification, when Art. 253-15 “dimension A” exceeds 
200mm, will not be accepted for log booking. 

b) Each roll cage foot may be welded directly to the primary structure of the vehicle. 

c) Alternate material to CDS (Cold Drawn Seamless): Although FIA Article 253.8.3.3 
specifies the safety cage material as CDS, DOM (Drawn- Over-Mandrel) tubing may 
be used as an alternate material in respect to the following: Main roll bar, front roll bar, 
lateral roll bars, lateral half roll bars, their connections (drawings 253-1-3) and one 
continuous door bar per side will be at least 1.75"x.095". All other parts of the safety 
cage will be at least 1.5" x 0.095".  

d) Alternate material to CDS (Cold Drawn Seamless): Although FIA Article 253.8.3.3 
specifies the safety cage material as CDS, DOCOL R8 tubing may also be used as an 
alternate material in respect to the following: Main roll bar, front roll bar, lateral roll 
bars, lateral half roll bars, their connections (drawings 253-1-3) and one continuous 
door bar per side will be at least 1.75"x.083". Diagonal members 253-7, additional 
door bars, windscreen supports 253-15, roof X 253-12, or diagonals 253-13, or 253-14 
will be at least 1.5” x .083.  If a transverse bar 253-29 is used, it will be at least 1.75” 
x .065” All other parts of the safety cage will be at least 1.5" x 0.065".  

Illustration of DOCOL R8 options only: 
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Rationale: The additional alternate material has been requested for some time. 

Move RTR 2.2.2.c.3 into 2.2.2.c.2 (as described above) and renumber RTR 2.2.2.c.4 as 
2.2.2.c.3 

Rationale: Part of the change above. 

Update RTR 2.2.12 as follows 

2.2.12 Roofs 

Movable metal sunroofs and/or roof panels must be fixed in the closed position. Sunroofs 
and/or roof panels of any other material must be replaced with metal of equivalent strength 
of the roof panel and must be fixed in the closed position by welding or steel fasteners. 

Rationale: Very thin aluminum and aluminum pop-rivets are being used to replace sunroof 
panels on some cars and these sunroof patches have peeled off from rollover. 

Update RTR 2.3.3.d as follows 

d) Safety harness will meet one of the following standards: 

- FIA Standard 8853/98 or 8853/2016 and currently appear as valid on the current 
respective FIA Technical List at www.FIA.com 
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- SFI 16.1 Specification and display a manufacturer appearing on the current 
respective list of SFI 16.1 manufacturers at www.SFIfoundation.com 

- SFI 16.5 Specification and display a manufacturer appearing on the current 
respective list of SFI 16.5 manufacturers at www.SFIfoundation.com 

Rationale: Added qualifiers to the standards to disallow certifications that have been 
withdrawn. 

Update Table A as follows 

Remove the minimum weight for Open 2WD, naturally aspirated, max. displacement under 
1800. 

Change the minimum weight for Naturally Aspirated 4WD, max. displacement under 2500 
from 2600 to 2500. 

Rationale: The revisions to minimum weights will reduce the competitive disadvantage of 
these two configurations. 

Update RTR 4.1.9 as follows 

4.1.9 Electronically Controlled or Actuated Components 

Unless noted herein as an exception the suspension, braking, gear change, clutch front 
and rear differential components may not be electronically controlled or actuated. 

Active front differentials are allowed and subject to a 100lb weight penalty. 

OEM electronic controls of OEM transmissions, clutches, and differentials may be allowed 
with prior approval from the ARA Technical Director. 

Electronic actuation of reverse gear lockout is permitted. 

Rationale: This change was requested by competitors and offers no competitive 
advantage. 

Update RTR 4.2.5.b as follows 

b) Must provide 1/8-inch female pipe fitting in the intake manifold plenum within 40mm of 
MAP sensor for ARA use. The Table A indicated manifold pressure limit is gauge 
pressure. 

Rationale: Within 40mm of the MAP sensor is not practical and has not been done for a 
majority of cars using boost monitors. 

Move RTR 4.2.6 to the end of RTR 4.1 

Rationale: Previously this rule only applied to O4WD. This change makes it applicable to 
both O4WD and O2WD. 
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Update RTR 4.4.7 as follows 

4.4.7 Rear Subframe 

Rear subframe must remain OEM. Only one suspension connection point per side may be 
moved. 

Rationale: The rule did not specify whether the subframe connection was to the body or 
the suspension. This change corrects that. 

Update RTR 4.4.14 as follows 

4.4.14 Control Arms 

Control arms must maintain OEM mounting dimensions and geometry. Replacement arms 
must not add additional track width to the vehicle. 

Rationale: The previous wording was ambiguous. The diameter and thickness of a control 
arm is also a “dimension”. Change allows strengthening or replacing a control arm as long 
as the geometry and mounting remains the same. 

Update RTR 4.4.19.d as follows 

d) Must provide 1/8-inch female pipe fitting in the intake manifold plenum within 40mm of 
MAP sensor for ARA use. The Table A indicated manifold pressure limit is gauge 
pressure. 

Rationale: Locating the fitting within 40mm of MAP is not practical and has not been done 
for majority of cars using boost monitors. 

Update RTR 4.6.5.a as follows 

a) Rear subframe must remain OEM. One suspension connection point only may be 
moved. 

Rationale: The rule previously did not specify whether the subframe connection was to 
body or suspension. This change clarifies which one. 

Update RTR 4.6.9 as follows 

4.6.9 Control Arms 

Control arms must maintain OEM mounting dimensions and geometry. Replacement arms 
must not add total track width to the vehicle. 

Rationale: The previous wording was ambiguous. The diameter and thickness of a control 
arm is also a “dimension”. Change allows strengthening or replacing a control arm as long 
as the geometry and mounting remains the same. 
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Update RTR 5.2.3 and 5.2.4 as follows 

5.2.3 Protests 

If a car is protested during an event, the results of this protest may must be noted in the 
log book by the Steward(s). 

5.2.4 Damage To Be Noted in Log Book 

If, during an event, the vehicle is involved in an accident or is damaged due to mechanical 
failure, the damage may is to be noted in the Vehicle Log Book by the Chief Scrutineer. 

Rationale: It is not always possible for the Chief Scrutineer to get access to the Vehicle 
Log Book in these circumstances. 

Update RTR 5.2.6 as follows 

5.2.6 Log Books Issued By Other Sanction Bodies 

SCCA/RA/NASA/CARS and other recognized ASNs Vehicle Log Books will be accepted at 
all ARA rallies. All competition vehicles must still pass ARA Scrutineering. 

Rationale: This change corrects an unintentional omission. 

 

Doug Shepherd 
 
ARA National Series Manager 
 


